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THE “NO SIGNIFICANT OTHER POLICY” - SURVEY RESULTS
The Survey Results Reveal 5-1 were in Favor of  

Adopting the “No Significant Other Policy”

Moving Del Mar Forward (MDF) sent a One Question e-Survey in April to 2,066 people to find 
out whether or not Del Mar should adopt a conflicts policy to prevent a significant other (spouse, 
partner, close family member in the same house, etc.) of a city council member from simultaneously 
serving on the Design Review Board or the Planning Commission. 391 (19%) responses were 
received. The e-address distribution list was based on the County of San Diego’s Voter 
Registrar data base with no political party filters or otherwise.

ARE DEL MAR CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS IGNORING THE COMMUNITY VOICE?
The March 2019 Del Mar Woodpecker (https://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/Woodpecker_
Issue05_2019-03.pdf) alerted readers that two Del Mar City Council members, Mayor Druker and 
Council Member Gaasterland, had proposed the consideration of a policy that would prohibit a city 
council member’s significant other from simultaneously serving on the Design Review Board (DRB) 
or Planning Commission (PC). We will call this the “No Significant Other Policy.” 
The city council, DRB and PC are legislative/quasi-judicial, all making binding decisions. If a city 
council member reviews an appeal of a decision made by significant other who sits on the DRB or 
PC, it represents an actual, or an appearance, of a conflict of interest. A vote in either direction by a 
city council member could be questioned as to motive, which creates the conflict. This is similar to 
why an appeals court judge cannot review the decision of a lower court judge who happens to be his/
her significant other. 
This issue arose because a current council member has a significant other currently serving as 
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chairperson of the DRB and his position is up for reappointment. This need for a discussion was 
timely with the goal of establishing a sound, long-term policy rather than the focus of any individuals. 
On March 4, 2019, city council discussed whether or not a No Significant Other Policy should be 
considered. Members of the community also spoke at this meeting and/or wrote red dots in opposition 
or support of whether a policy should be considered by city council; 2-1 were in favor of a policy.

TABLE 1: The views of those who submitted “red dot” letters and/or spoke during the city council 
meeting

Against considering 
No Significant Other Policy

Favor considering  
No Significant Other Policy

32 62*
*12 additional letters in favor were sent to the city, after the 4 pm meeting start time. Total: 74 in favor
While the red dot letters and speakers showed that twice as many individuals wanted city council to 
consider a No Significant Other Policy, Council Members Worden, Parks and Haviland ignored this 
majority voice, and dismissed the discussion.
Why did Worden, Haviland and Parks defer to the minority voice? A simple statistical snapshot 
shows they aligned themselves with their financial supporters and those who signed their 
nomination papers while casting aside a majority of their constituents’ voices.
All 13 speakers against such a policy donated to or signed nomination papers for Worden and 
Haviland.

TABLE 2: The % of both those who spoke and/or wrote letters in regards to a No Significant Other 
Policy and who donated or signed nomination papers to the listed council member’s candidacy

Against a Policy 
32 Speakers &/or Letters

In Favor of a Policy 
62 Speakers &/or Letters

Donated or signed nomination papers to 
Worden 88% 8%

Haviland  81% 10%
Parks 72% 2%

While those who support a candidate hope that their candidate will be similarly likeminded, the loyalty 
of a city council member must be to his or her total constituent base. The ethical rules prohibit council 
members from being beholden to a small minority. City council members do not serve our city well by 
ignoring a voice that offers a valid or a majority point of view. Del Mar benefits when all points of 
view are considered.
Following the March 4th meeting, the city council and city manager received additional information, 
including pertinent case law. The city attorney then issued an opinion (https://forwarddelmar.com/s/
DPMC_April_19_Opinion_Letter.pdf) with the following conclusions:

 � A city council member may not vote on the appointment to the DRB or PC when one of the 
applicants is a significant other.

 � The perception of a conflict of interest can lead to legal challenges that due process rights have 
been violated and the city may have to prove there was no bias.

According to the Ethical Guidelines of AB1234, to which our city council members are bound, the 
legal opinion provided by the City Attorney serves as a floor, not a ceiling for the actions of city 
council members. The Ethical Guidelines provide an even higher standard for behavior of our council 
members. This article is not about any one specific conflict – it is about a long-term general conflicts 
of interest policy for our elected officials that would serve Del Mar well into the future.
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Residents of Del Mar all received a

Notice of Public Hearing Regarding Proposed 
Water, Wastewater, and Clean Water Rates  

(increase)
in our mail from the City of Del Mar. Within that notice are specific instruction of how to protest 
the rate increases.
These instructions are as follows:
An owner or tenant of property receiving City water, wastewater, 
and clean water service may protest the proposed increased 
service charges by submitting a written protest by mail or in 
person to the City Clerk, 1050 Camino del Mar, Del Mar, CA 
92014. 
Written protests must be received (not postmarked) by the 
City Clerk before or during the public hearing. The protest 
must be signed by property owner(s) or tenant(s) and 
must include the assessor’s parcel number(s) or street 
address of all property(ies) served.  Because an original 
signature is required, protests submitted by email or other 
electronic means will not be accepted.
If a majority of the affected customers do not file written 
protests of the proposed rate changes, the Council will then 
consider and may adopt the rate changes described in this 
notice.  If a majority of affected customers file written protests, 
the City Council will not adopt the proposed rate adjustments 
and the City will reconsider the rate structure and rates.
Cost data regarding the proposed increased charges is 
available for review during business hours at the City Clerk’s 
Office, City Hall, 1050 Camino del Mar, Del Mar.  For questions, 
call (858)755-9313.  Additional information about the proposed 
increases may be found online at https://www.delmar.ca.us/
utilityrates

*CAGR: Compound Annual Growth Rate

Deadline - Monday, May 20, 2019  
to Deliver Original Signature Protest Letter to City Hall

Wastewater
$279.76

increase $71.03 
6.07% CAGR*

Clean water
$65.79

increase $28.51 
11.86% CAGR

Water 
$193.78

increase $50.32 
6.85% CAGR

Total
$539.33

increase $149.86

Single-family 5/8" meter  
17 units bimonthly water use 

by 2024
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If you would like to submit a protest, you can cut out the following section and complete the 
information, sign and date. Then mail or deliver in person to the City Clerk.

Attn: City Clerk

City of Del Mar
1050 Camino del Mar
Del Mar, CA 92014

Dear Ashley,
I am hereby notifying and submitting my protest to the proposed rate increase 
charges for the water, wastewater, and clean water services.

Street address of all property(ies) or
Assessor’s parcel number(s):         

            
Property owner(s) or Tenant(s) signature    Date

Editorial Staff, Volunteers of MDF

Give us your feedback at info@forwarddelmar.com

SUBSCRIBE
Would you like to receive THE DEL MAR WOODPECKER?

Send an email to info@forwarddelmar.com

Moving Del Mar Forward
www.forwarddelmar.com

PO Box 232
Del Mar, CA 92014
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  Thank you 
Thank you to our growing list of over 

150 supporters for standing with us! 

If you want information about joining 
our supporter list, please email us at 

info@forwarddelmar.com
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