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 The ear of the leader must ring with the voices of the people. 
 Woodrow Wilson – 28th U.S. President

Part 1 of a Series
City Council Can Say They Listen – Too Often Their Actions Say Otherwise
Our City Council has a duty to listen and honor the community voice. The City is doing a good job 
starting the process of polishing up our tired veneer, but what lies underneath are many substantive 
issues in peril. In this Part 1 of our series, we will focus on only one question:

Is the City Council listening to and honoring residents’ voices regarding  
Short Term Vacation Rentals (STRs)?

Whether you are for, against or in the middle of the STR issue is not the point.  The point is this 
City Council has not listened or responded to any alternative point of view - they were never willing 
to negotiate.  The fact based record regarding STRs shows Mayor Worden and Councilmembers 
Haviland, Parks and Druker have remained fixated on their own strategy while ignoring the majority of 
voices in the community.  The Woodpecker is not the only one saying this:

From the June 7, 2018 California Coastal Commission (CCC) hearing:
Dayna Bochco, CCC Chairwoman - (5:55:57)

 You (Dwight Worden) are supposed to know your community better than others but it didn’t 
sound like that here.  Sounds like they (the residents) are being ignored. 

Carole Groom, CCC Commissioner - (5:46:30)
 I have read several hundred letters opposed (to the 7/28 STR ban). Seems to be a disconnect 
between what the city chose to do...but the vast majority of the public and all the letters I read 
think this is way too restrictive. 

The CCC’s agenda item at the June 7, 2018 hearing was to approve/disapprove City Council’s 
proposed 7 day minimum stay with a maximum of 28 days per year for STRs. The CCC unanimously 
rejected the City Council’s 7/28 ordinance. But rather than actually listening to what the CCC 
Commissioners said and listening to what a majority of residents have been saying to the City Council 
over the past 3 years, Mayor Dwight Worden filed a lawsuit against the CCC. Once again – the City 
Council chose the litigation path rather than listening to and representing all points of view. 
Open 7/16/2018 Minutes: http://www.delmar.ca.us/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_07162018-1827 
(Druker and Sinnott opposed the lawsuit.)
The July 2018 Moving Del Mar Forward’s Survey results clearly shows disapproval of this City 
Council’s decisions on EVERY major issue including STRs. We need to note that Councilmember Terry 
Sinnott voted in accordance with what residents wanted on the STR issue.
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View the complete survey report.(http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/MDF2018SurveyReport.pdf)

No matter what color bar you align with, is not the focus.  The travesty is that the City Council has not 
responded to the voices of residents.  The voices that would agree to and asked for a compromise in 
regulation, not the single-mindedness that was imposed on the entire community.  Why did the City 
Council ignored testimony from Community Plan authors/originators who stated they never intended to 
ban STRs? 
The Woodpecker originally wrote on STRs in its May, 2017 issue (http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/
Woodpecker_spotlight_2017-5.pdf) and July, 2017 issue (http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/Woodpecker_spotlight_2017-7.
pdf) which provides data from 17 STR City Council meetings over 3 years.  
On November 6, 2017 the 7/28 ban was adopted by a City Council on a 4/1 vote (Sinnott against).  
The meeting record reflects; 25 speakers opposed the 7/28 ban vs. 1 supported it.  35 letters were 
submitted opposed the 7/28 ban vs. 1 in support.  A petition signed by 500+ property owners 
opposing the 7/28 ban was submitted vs. a petition supporting the ban was signed by 100 property 
owners. 
Despite the overwhelming community sentiment, Mayor Worden and Councilmembers, Parks, Druker 
and Haviland remain fixated on the 7/28 ban.  No waiver, no diplomacy, no negotiations, no middle 
ground, no consideration of a public vote.  Dwight Worden’s comment after voting for the 7/28 ban 
says it all: “the community is divided on this but we (City Council) are not.” 
Immediately two homeowner lawsuits were filed against the City seeking to void the 7/28 ban. Those 
lawsuits are pending. 
The Woodpecker makes a strong effort to present facts and the public records referenced in this 
narrative are intended to give the reader tools to make up their own mind.  This City Council prides 
itself on the spin, they’re good at it.  After the spinning plates settle, we hope you return to the factual 
data and decide for yourself – Does this City Council listen to and honor all residents’ voices? 

This one STR issue = 3 lawsuits to date

Editorial Staff, Volunteers of MDF

Give us your feedback at info@forwarddelmar.com

SUBSCRIBE
Would you like to receive THE DEL MAR WOODPECKER?

Send an email to info@forwarddelmar.com

http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/MDF2018SurveyReport.pdf
http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/Woodpecker_spotlight_2017-5.pdf
http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/Woodpecker_spotlight_2017-7.pdf
mailto:info%40forwarddelmar.com?subject=The%20Del%20Mar%20Woodpecker%20Spotlight
mailto:info%40forwarddelmar.com?subject=Subscribe%20the%20Del%20Mar%20Woodpecker

