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CHANGE OR NO CHANGE?
YOUR CHANCE TO DECIDE

The Woodpecker’s goal is simple – present the facts so citizens are better informed regarding what 
our City Council is doing and how its actions impact you.
Two City Council seats are being voted on next month with four candidates running: 1 incumbent 
candidate (Dwight Worden) and 3 new candidates (Brian Fletcher, Terry Gaasterland, and Dan Quirk). 

Readers have asked The Woodpecker to endorse a candidate.
The Woodpecker is a community newsletter. We purposely avoid endorsing any candidate(s) 
as that does not support the goal of presenting facts. Whether you vote for the incumbent 
candidate or a change, citizens deserve a City Council who listens to, respects and represents 
all community points of view in making decisions that impact us.

We hope you enjoyed reading our election series and were able to access the e-links that were 
provided along the way giving support to the copy – here’s a quick summary:

Managed Retreat/Sea Level Rise
Covered by April, 2018 issue (http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/Woodpecker_spotlight_2018-04.pdf) 

BOTTOM LINE: The good news is that finally Mayor Worden and the City 
Councilmembers heard the citizens and expert consultants and rejected 
Managed Retreat in the Sea Level Rise Plan. The bad news is that it took citizens 
spending a tremendous amount of time and money over 3+ years to push Mayor Worden and the 
Councilmembers to their current position. Citizens should not have to shoulder this type of burden 
to protect their fundamental property rights.

All resident STAC Committee members, the Planning Commission and virtually every citizen involved 
in or impacted by sea level rise saw the obvious – Managed Retreat would: a) technically not work in 
Del Mar (according to expert consultants); and b) the consequences of implementing Managed 
Retreat would be disastrous – loss of 600 beach level homes and removal of bluff top homes.
So why did Mayor Worden and the City oppose the citizens for 3+ years? It was as simple as 
following the money; they took $311,220 of grant monies from the California Coastal Commission 
(CCC) with strings attached that tied us into Managed Retreat, lock, stock and barrel.  
(See CCC Grant Contract http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/2017-10-30-LCP-14-13-A4-Agreement.pdf and a Local Coastal 
Program Amendment http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/2018-02-05-LCP-16-13-A1-Agreement.pdf )
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Although Mayor Worden and the City Council have finally taken a position against Managed Retreat 
and it is no longer in the Sea Level Rise Plan itself, numerous citizens are genuinely concerned that 
Managed Retreat will resurface through pressure from the California Coastal Commission. They 
believe Commission pressure will come either via the Commission refusing to approve Del Mar’s 
Sea Level Rise Plan and/or by the Commission imposing tougher conditions and/or shorter permit 
expiration times (e.g. 20 years vs. the current 75 years) for owners seeking permits to replace existing 
seawalls. These citizens argue that if seawalls are not replaced, they will fail and the net result will be 
the beginning of Managed Retreat.  

Please consider the energy and resources it took citizens to finally get to this point to convince 
Mayor Worden and our City Council that Managed Retreat was a crazy idea:

 � Homeowners being forced to organize and fund an organization (the Beach Preservation Coalition) 
to hire multiple attorneys and expert consultants to publicly fight Managed Retreat… thousands of 
hours and hundreds of thousands of dollars spent by our neighbors.

 � After the STAC committee strongly approving a Sea Level Rise Plan with NO Managed Retreat 
(7-0-1), the City and Mayor Worden still did not get the message. Mayor Worden worked with the 
City staff to “rewrite” the Sea Level Rise Plan approved by the STAC committee and once again 
citizens had to fight to make sure Managed Retreat was not in the Sea Level Rise Plan. 

 � Citizens repeatedly showing up at City Council meetings wearing “No Managed Retreat” stickers. 
Public outcry at 2 City Council meetings (40 people on April 16, 2018 and 30 on May 21, 2018) 
protesting Managed Retreat.

Short Term Vacation Rentals
Covered by May, 2017 issue (http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/Woodpecker_spotlight_2017-5.pdf) and 

 July, 2017 issue (http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/Woodpecker_spotlight_2017-7.pdf)

BOTTOM LINE: The City is being sued by homeowners in Del Mar. The City in 
turn is suing the California Coastal Commission. With a reasonable compromise, 
this issue could have been resolved.

Whether you are for, against or in the middle of the STR issue is not the point. The point is why did 
Mayor Worden and Councilmembers Haviland, Parks and Druker dismiss the majority of the public 
input?  Supporters of STRs consistently asked for a compromise that would allow for regulating 
STRs. In rejecting the “regulate” compromise and adopting the 7/28 ordinance, Mayor Worden and 
these Councilmembers effectively:

 � Dismissed the Community Plan original authors’ public testimony that it was NOT the intent of the 
Community Plan to disallow STR’s.

 � Dismissed public input given in 17 City Council meetings over 2 years (through July 2018) where 
78% of the people went on public record as supporting STRs while only  22% wanted to ban or 
place severe limitations on STRs. 

 � Dismissed the Planning Commission’s 4 to 1 vote to deny the proposed 7/28 ordinance.
 � Dismissed 4 years of all registered complaints that showed only 3% of residential complaints were 

connected to STRs.
 � Dismissed the business community stating that the 7/28 ordinance will negatively impact local 

businesses, crippling the vibrant downtown aspiration. 
 � Dismissed one petition signed by 500+ property owners opposing the 7/28 ban while accepting a 

petition supporting the ban that was signed by 100 property owners.
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 � Dismissed the California Coastal Commission’s rejection of the 7/28 ban because of the 
Commission’s desire to make the beach vacation experience available for persons of varying 
social-economic profiles.

Mayor Worden and Councilmembers Parks, Haviland and Druker never considered the option to work 
with opposing views or even middle ground views, nor a compromise or exercise the true measure of 
democracy by sending the issue to the November ballot.

Measure P:  
Del Mar Charter/Constitution Amendment

Covered by October, 2018 Part 3 of a Series issue (http://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/Woodpecker_spotlight_2018-10prt3.pdf)

BOTTOM LINE: Transparency is lacking when a proposed ballot measure does 
not include a well-rounded assessment of both pro and con descriptions. A one 
sided argument borders on manipulation.

Measure P is not as simple as Mayor Worden and the City Council claim.  It IS about far more than 
local control and deserves a chance for citizens to better understand the pros and the cons.
In our article we asked 4 simple questions:

 � Will Measure P actually increase local control from what Del Mar has today?
 � What are these additional powers needed for?
 � Will Measure P provide any greater protection against future State laws regarding land use and 

zoning?
 � Does Measure P have any shortcomings?

We indicated that these questions would likely be answered by a Ballot Argument Against Measure 
P. However, there is no Ballot Argument Against Measure P. So we presented some arguments for 
readers to consider most notably:

 � Del Mar's original 1959 Charter has never been changed and has served us well for almost 60 
years.  Del Mar has been free for decades to exercise control of its zoning, planning, housing and 
other land use matters. 

 � All California cities must follow land use matters of "state-wide concern". The proposed Charter 
Amendment would not change this and, therefore, Del Mar will still be subject to laws like the 
Coastal Act and the California’s new affordable housing laws. 

 � Various state laws that protect citizens could be eliminated by new Del Mar ordinances enacted 
under the Charter Amendment.

When there is a proposed amendment to our “constitution” no matter how good it may be for our City, 
we feel it is incumbent on the City Council to present arguments both for and against that amendment 
so citizens can see both sides.

Opinion - Why Does All This Matter? 
Our City Council needs to honor what citizens want and not take actions that negatively impact our 
homes, our way of life, our rights and our children’s’ future. We should be able to trust our City Council 
and not have to constantly monitor their actions that are an assault to our well-being. It should not be 
that way.
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Give us your feedback at info@forwarddelmar.com

SUBSCRIBE
Would you like to receive THE DEL MAR WOODPECKER?

Send an email to info@forwarddelmar.com

The 2018 Moving Del Mar Forward (MDF) survey was sent in July 2018 to approximately 1500 Del 
Mar residents. The e-list of survey recipients was originally sourced from the 2016 County Registrar 
of Voters, representing a broad cross section of the community without any registered party political 
filter. MDF reported the survey results on September 5th and to the City Council on October 1st. We 
thought it useful to again report the survey results on one question that is relevant in this election – 
how do people feel about City Council decisions on key matters over the past year? So does Mayor 
Worden and the City Council listen to and honor what citizens want? You be the judge. (See The 2018 
Moving Del Mar Forward Survey Result: https://www.forwarddelmar.com/s/MDF2018SurveyReport.pdf)

Q1 How Do People Feel About City Council Decisions on Key Matters Over The Past Year?

Editorial Staff, Volunteers of MDF

Moving Del Mar Forward
www.forwarddelmar.com

PO Box 232
Del Mar, CA 92014

Supporting positive change in the best 
interest of the entire Del Mar Community.

- Moving Del Mar Forward
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& 

Vote Matters!
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