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THE DeL Mar

HOT TOPICS
SHORT TERM RENTALS (STRs) Does our City Council (CC) want to get ahead of  this issue? Sides are 
drawn - total ban vs. regulation. “Ban” folks argue STRs create a nuisance and destroy Del Mar’s charac-
ter. With approximately 100 supporting petition signatures, “ban” folks feel the only answer is a complete 
STR ban. “Regulate” folks argue STRs have existed in Del Mar for decades and do not create a nuisance. 
They point to City records that show out of 850 cases opened, only 3 are STR complaints: 1 noise (2pm 
children’s party), 1 parking, and 1 underage drinking (2:17pm). “Regulate” folks want to keep their property 
rights and say regulations can address any real issues.

After close to 2 years of debate at CC, the STR issue was kicked to the Planning Com- mission who then 
kicked the issue back to CC. Residents on both sides filed appeals which will be heard at a public hearing 
scheduled for April 17th.

CC knows both sides are willing to go to the mat - “mat” meaning court. In court, all resi- dents lose as 
the City will spend a substantial amount in legal fees and staff resources to defend its action - money and 
resources that could be used for positive improvements. The best alternative: find a compromise that both 
groups can live with.

ON THE RADAR
HEARD AT THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING

A recent discussion at a Del Mar Business Advisory 
Committee meeting focused on Downtown’s per-
ceived vitality.  Councilmember Dave Drucker felt 
the town was “vibrant enough,” while members from 
the business community disagreed.

Before we can move forward and help Del Mar  be-
come the town envisioned by its community plan 30 
years ago, we need to have a concrete definition of 
what we want.  Psychological research on choice 

CHANGES IN THE WIND
CHANGES IN DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 

There are changes being made in the procedural 
protocols and guidelines of the Design Review pro-
cess. Hopefully some will have a positive impact 
on improving communication and avoid ing conflict 
in today’s contentiousness of our current system. 
There are other expressed and desired changes on 
the table for discussion that you might want to pay 
close attention to, as there is an economic impact. 

In the coming months the Ad Hoc will likely be pro-
posing new guidelines and ordinances that will im-
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shows that when people have too many choices, 
they don’t choose. Moreover, people don’t choose 
when they don’t have a clear picture of what they 
are choosing. 

How do we define vibrancy? Per-
haps we should find examples 
of similar downtowns that the 
community can agree are a 
good example of vibrancy. Is 
the Cedros district in Solana 
Beach vibrant? Is downtown En-
cinitas too vibrant? Once we answer 
these questions, the community can de-
velop a coherent vision of what downtown Del Mar 
could look like and then implement the necessary 
regulatory steps that would allow people to develop 
their property, knowing that it would conform to the 
community’s vision. Without a clear vision, very few 
people will want to redevelop downtown because 
it’s too fraught with uncertainty. 

We suggest doing the following things:

1.  Provide the citizens of Del Mar with different defini-
tions of vibrancy, showing them examples. We could 
use Carmel, Solana Beach, Coronado or other small 
towns. Asking people which of these they prefer, 
with images and specific metrics is better than ask-
ing a vague question such as “What is vibrancy?” 
2.  Once the City Council is confident they under-
stand the community’s vision for Downtown, they 
are more likely to create the necessary environ-
ment for investment so that we can finally achieve 
the economically viable Downtown described in our 
community plan.

pact basements and outdoor living spaces. The 
concept is to include these areas in already restric-
tive Floor Area Ratios. Bulk and mass, privacy, view 

and land conservation (AKA basements) are on 
the list. 

There is an active discussion on 
the table with differing opinions 
on what new development 
brings to our community. At 

the end of the day, all Delmar-
tians want to preserve the beau-

tiful and unique qualities of our com-
munity along with our property rights and 

values. How we decide to change the guidelines 
and ordinances for future development in Del Mar 
will have a long term impact.

Help participate in the process to guide our jewel of 
a City to perfection.

EVENTS
Tickets to the Breeder’s Cup are almost sold 
out! This is the Super Bowl of horseracing tak-
ing place November 3-4th.  The track and town 
will be abuzz with the most prestigious racing 
community in the world.  The 38,000 attendees 
will arrive with a pre-purchased ticket and park-
ing space, a very measured approached vs. 
the track’s regular Opening Day of 47,000.   The 
event’s premium tickets are sold out; there are still 
some moderately priced tickets available online.

RANT & RAVE
+ RAVE + It’s time to sharpen your driving skills!  Very glad to see the City completing several needed 
street improvements including the North Beach sidewalks and the added parking along Dog Beach… have 
you ever tried a diagonal reverse?  Also the new roundabout under construction at Jimmy Durante and San 
Dieguito Road will serve as a real traffic-calming device. Roundabouts are controversial topics here in town, 
but they work very well in other local communities and across the country.  They are traffic calming, safer 
and actually improve traffic flow. Win! Win! for all.

- RANT - The first roundabout in town should have been at Camino Del Mar and Coast Boulevard where 
traffic backs up across the bridge every afternoon. Adding another at 27th Street would help even more. 
That’s it for now.

Editorial Staff, Volunteers of MDF

DID YOU KNOW
April 3rd CC hearing: Road Mod-
ernization or Traffic Choke for south 
Camino Del Mar? (4 lanes to 2 lanes)
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